SO                  MARRIAGE   IX   HEAVEN

we get married she will have to go. It seems so
unfair on her. She must have thought that she
was here for life/"

" She was here for life, if only she had behaved
herself," he replied.

"She has behaved herself."

"Yes, on the surface; but underneath it all she
has been very jealous of you. I even got the
conceited idea that she had a passion for me."

" She had/' said Doreen, helping herself to hot
scones, " she very definitely has/'

"Oh, she must have got over that now. She
knows that we are going to be married and that
she will have to find a job elsewhere."

" I hate being hard on her."

Charles patted her hand. "With things as
they are it is only too obvious that there won't
be room for the two of you in the same house/'
he said.

And they dismissed the subject to talk of their
own plans. Marriage. A honeymoon in the
country where spring first comes; the visit to the
convent.

It so happened that they could not push the
affair aside as easily as they had supposed. The
doctor came to see Hilda Neale and was not
satisfied. The temperature was still rising, and
she seemed to be having some slight delirium.
He sent in a nurse for the night. At breakfast
next morning the nurse horrified both Charles
and Doreen by announcing that it was pneumonia
and only the greatest possible care could get the
patient through it

Instantly both  of  them  felt that they  had